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j having hepatitis B 
treatment, t|ie meth([)d 



absence of ^ntibodicis 
94-117(SEi3IDNO: 



sample indi( 
the absence 
will not resii( 

2.-3, (Car 



reactive with a preSl peptide consisting of the sequence of residues 

serein the presence of said antibodies in said ore-treatment 
-ates that said individual will respond to said treatment or prodioting frcaa and 

said Antibodies in said lae-treatment sample indicates that said individual 
ond to slaid treatment. 



4. (Prei/ 
chronic HBy infefitibn, 



1 . (Cui[rently ^mended) A method of pfe^ietiag detetminii^^ whether an individual 
irus (HB V) mfection will respond to interferon alpha (IFNa) 

comprising: 

ajap-treatment sample from said HRV-in fected individuHl. 



[btaj ninga 



^ zing said ore-treatment sampla fnr dotomiining the presence or 



;elled^. 



iously 1 'resented) A method according to claim 1 wherein the individual has 



5 . (Previously I resented) A method according to claun 1 wherein the individual is 
HEeAg posi tr 

6. (Previously ijresented) A method according to claim 1 wherein the individual is 
HBeAg negative. 
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7. (Cu^ently Amended) A method according to claim 1 wherei n, in step fiiV said 
ETF-treatrnd^t sampje is aiialv/ed for the p rftsance or ahsfl»o« nf th , ^rn IgG or 



IgM antibodies re!at tive with said preSl peptide . 



/iously !>resented) 



8, (Pre 

sample is a plood^ s^rum 



9, (Cuilrently A mended) A method according to claim 1 wherein step fii^ compriaea 



11. 

is immobilised. 



antibodies t( said pr ^ peptide. 

1 0, (Curjently ^ nended) A method according to claim 9 wherein the preSl peptide 

comprises a jietect^ljle label. 



A method according to claim 1 wherein the pre-treatraent 
or plasma sample. 



contacting itl- e pre-treatment sample with a preSl peptide consisting of the 
sequence of residue^ 94- 1 1 7 (SEQ ID NO: 1) and; 

Molting the l prese n ce or absence of bindinp of dotflrniining hitw ii*^«j<^ 



(Cun ently A nended) A method according to claim 9 wherein said preSl peptide 



12. (PreVfouslji Plresented) A method according to claim 9 wherein said binding is 
detected witl| a labbljed secondary antibody. 
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13.-19. (excelled; 

20. (Cujjrently Amended) 
individuali lentiflec [ 

iiL 

absence of ^ntibodiis 
94-117(SEQ ID NO; 



ofciain ins a preTtreatment sample from an HBV-infected indiviHufll , 



JMb zing said tM-e-treatment sample far d e termining the presence or 



sth£t 



23. (Caricelledi), 



A method of treating ahcpatitiaD an HBV infection in an 
as being responsive to IFNa comprisingfi 



reactive with a preSl peptide consisting of the sequence of residues 
':l) inapr» 4 



wherein the presence of said antibodies in said pre-treatment 
said individual vvill respond to int e iforon alpha (IFNa) IFNa 



sample indi( 
treatment, a|id; 

adm nisterjinb IFNa to said individual identified as being responsive to IFNa . 

21. (Cai|oelledi), 

22. (Cur|ently|A|mended) A method according to clahn 20 further comp risinf^ 
administerii|g wh^^ oortioosteroid to said individual identified as being responsive to 
IFNa ifl adn^inistete^ to the individual . 
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